
                       Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on  6 July, 2021

Held at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present – Andrew Shone – Chair, Cllrs Joanne Nichols, George Peto, Ruth Appleby & Gemma Cook
In Attendance—Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Mark Goddard

1. Apologies for absence – There were no apologies.
2. Declarations of interest – None were declared. 
3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the meeting, having been circulated, were 

accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair.
4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr Riddle was unable to attend
5. Vacancy on the Parish Council – The Chair welcomed Mark Goddard who provided his background 

and reasons for wishing to join the Parish Council. There was agreement by all to co-opt Mark to the 
Parish Council.

6. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Ray Windfarm update  :    The Clerk’s report was received and agreed. 
b) item 5b: Road safety in the Parish  :   The Clerk’s report was received and agreed. There was discussion 
on the options being considered including speed rumble strips, space for additional parking and moving 
the Bankfoot 30mph signs to the top of the hill, further out of the village. The Clerk advised he was 
attempting to speak with a contact in Belsay where similar problems with speeding traffic were being 
experienced. The Clerk also advised he was still attempting to get a response from Northumbria Police 
regarding actions they could take to assist in resolving the problem. The Clerk reported he was still 
chasing the supplier regarding the apparent fault with the second speed indicator device.   
c) item 5c: Revitalising Redesdale update: The Clerk provided an update of the ongoing projects including 
the proposed redevelopment at Percy’s Cross.  
d) item 5e:   Solar light near Redewater View houses  :   The Clerk advised that a decision on the funding 
application submitted should be known by end of July.  
e) item 5f: Maintenance of public toilets in Otterburn: The Clerk advised he was still waiting to receive a 
response from NCC on this matter. 
f) item 5g: Street lighting near Council Depot: Cllr Appleby reported that a new light had been installed and
confirmed that it appeared to meet the requirements. 
g) item 5h: Building a better community: Cllr Peto advised that Diane Whyte would be judging the gardens 
on Saturday 31 July. He further reported that there had been 11 entries this year. 

7. Finance
a) Financial plans for 2021-22: The Clerk provided an update on the latest financial position.
b) C  lerk’s salary and expenses for June, 2021  : The Clerk’s claim for salary (£270.01) and expenses 
(£4.00) was agreed.
c) Payment of invoice for maintenance of public seating in Millennium Green: Payments of £128.00, 
£85.50 and £101.00 were agreed to John Hartshorne for maintenance of the seating. The Clerk advised 
that Jim Dickson (father of Leanne Dickson whose seat of memory is in the Millennium Green) kindly paid 
the £101.00 for the maintenance of the seat. 
c) Payment of invoice to CM Landscape (NE) Ltd for grass cutting: The payment of £186.00 + VAT was 
agreed.
d) Payment of invoice to Playsafety Ltd for inspection of the play area: The payment of £89.50 + VAT was 
agreed. 
  
8. Planning
a) 21/01858/LBC: Listed building consent for installation of 2no. Flood doors: 4 and 5 Bankfoot, Otterburn,
NE19 1NU: Following discussion and consideration this application was supported by the Councillors. 
b) 21/01867/FUL: Construction of a new build rural workers dwelling, Agricultural building, associated 
highways access and landscaping: Land north of Otterburn sewage works, Otterburn: The Councillors 
reviewed the details received. Whilst there support for the actual building proposal the Councillors raised 
concern about the access from the land to the highway. It was believed visibility towards the east direction 
along the A696 towards Newcastle was severely restricted due to the hill. Additionally as data captured 
showed from the speed indicator device, many vehicles entering the village well in excess of 30mph and 
as this proposed access was within the national speed limit area it was believed the proposal was unsafe 
in its current format.  It was highlighted that if the 30mph signs were moved to the top of the hill this would 
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improve the safety of the highway and access location. Additionally concern was raised about the proposal
of the drainage down the hill where the access to the highway was proposed. It was agreed there was 
insufficient detail within the application as to how the water drainage would be impacted.  Based on the 
details received the Councillors agreed to decline the application and the Clerk was asked to report to 
NCC with decision.

9. New Business
a) Maintenance of remaining public seating in the Millennium Green: The Councillors expressed concern 
over the cost of the work to repair the remaining seats. It was questioned as to how many people use the 
area and whether there would be value of money. It was agreed to give consideration to other options for 
using the area and Cllr Peto advised he would be speaking to to Sam Kellie regarding the possible use by 
the Youth Group. It was agreed to discuss the matter in more detail at the next meeting.
b) Annual Play Area inspection report: The Clerk shared the findings from the report. It was agreed to ask 
the Handy Man to quote for the work on the aspects highlighted.
c) Broken drain cover along main road in Otterburn: The Clerk confirmed he had reported the matter to 
NCC and would monitor progress.
d) Fibre broadband in Otterburn: The Clerk confirmed that Gill Cowell (iNorthumberland) would be 
attending the Parish Council meeting in October to cover this matter and options available. There was 
discussion as to how to engage the community to be involved so that they are up-to-date and aware of 
options available to Otterburn.
e) Maintenance of the hedges either side of footpath connecting Willow green to Children’s Play Area: The
Clerk advised he was seeking a quote for the work and would share for decision when received.
f) Parking at Percy’s Cross in August:  The Clerk’s report was received and agreed.

10. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a) Cllr Peto highlighted the grass verges to the school had been cut but looked a mess. It was also 
highlighted that it was believed only the roadside and pavement edge would be cut leaving the central 
area for wildlife. 
b) Cllr Peto suggested that consideration was given to hanging baskets and more flower boxes being 
purchased to help brighten the village. It was agreed to cover the matter at the next meeting.
c) Cllr Nichols highlighted that broken half post near the speed camera was dangerous and needed 
removing. The Clerk was asked to approach NCC to get it removed.
d) Cllr Nichols reported on a village map with places of ‘interest’ that she had seen in Bellingham. It was 
agreed the Clerk would investigate and share for discussion at the next meeting.
e) Cllr Peto advised he had requested NCC to cut the grass outside the salt depot as it had become very 
long.
f) Cllr Peto highlighted that road surface was very poor from the Snaiths junction up to Hopefoot and 
required attention. Additionally it was agreed the road from the Willow Green junction was not safe for 
pedestrians as traffic travelled fast in the national speed limit area, there was no footpath and no street 
lights. It was also reported that increasing number of pedestrians used this road getting to and from 
Otterburn Hall Estate.
g) Cllr Goddard reported that the church bell seemed to be louder recently and asked if someone could 
investigate. It was agreed the Clerk would report the matter to the church warden.

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 7 September, 2021. This is due to be held at Otterburn Memorial Hall unless otherwise 
advised.
Meeting closed at 8.45pm.
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